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RESPONSE TO ELECTION OF SPECIES REQUIREMENTS 
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450.00 m''^ Office Action dated October 22, 2003, the Examiner set forth election of 
species requirements between six groups of claims allegedly directed to different 
species. In particular, the Examiner instructed Applicants to choose among three pairs 
of alternative species. 

The Examiner required the election of either species I containing claims 18, 34, 
53, and 70 or species II containing claims 19, 35, 54, and 71. Applicants elect to 
prosecute the claims of species I, i.e., claims 18, 34, 53, and 70. 

The Examiner also required the election of either species III containing claims 25, 
43, 59, 61 , and 78 or species IV containing claims 27, 41 , and 76. Applicants elect to 
prosecute the claims of species IV containing claims 27, 41 , and 76. 
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Finally, the Examiner required the election of either species V containing claims 
28, 44, 63, and 80, or species VI containing claims 29, 45, 64, and 81 . Applicants elect 
to prosecute the claims of species V containing claims 28, 44, 63, and 80. 

Applicants acknowledge the Examiner's indication that claims 15-17, 20-24, 26, 
30-33, 36-40, 42, 46-52, 55-58, 60, 62, 65-69, 72-75, 77, 79, and 82-84 are generic. 

Applicants note that the Office Action contains several characterizations of the 
claims. Applicants do not necessarily subscribe to those characterizations. For 
example, Applicants note that the Office Action mischaracterizes the subject matter of at 
least claims 19, 35, 54, and 71. 

Please grant any extensions of time required to enter this response and charge 
any additional required fees to our Deposit Account No. 06-0916. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
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Dated: January 22, 2004 
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